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Scripture that says so ? they answer, because the
Church says 'tis Scripture; and so (with those
in the Psalm xii. 8), they walk in- a circle or on
every $ide. They charge the like on us (but
wrongfully) that we believe the Word, because it
sayes itself that it is so ; but we do not resolve our
Faith; we believe unto salvation not the Word
barely, because it witnesses to itself, but because
the Spirit speaking in it to our consciences witnesses
to them that it is the Word indeed ; we resolve not
our Faith barely either into the Word or Spirit as
its single alternate principle, but into the testimony
of the Spirit speaking to our consciences in the
Word." * " We know these books to be canonical
and the sure rule of our faith," says the Gallican
Confession (1559), after naming the books contained
in our Old and New Testaments, " not so much
by the common accord and consent of the Church,
as by the testimony and inward illumination of
the Holy Spirit, which enables us to distinguish
them from other ecclesiastical books upon which,
however useful, we cannot found any articles of
faith." 2 And, in like manner, the Westminster
Confession, after speaking of the many " incom-
parable excellences" of Scripture, " whereby it
doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word

1  Quoted in C. A. Briggs' Study of Holy Scripture, p. 152.

2  SchafiE's Creeds of the Evangelical Protestant Churches, p. 361.